What’s the big deal about the Holy Spirit?

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.   (1 Corinthians 14:1)

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation… And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they…will speak in new tongues; …they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”  (Mark 16:15, 17-18)

Very truly I tell you, all who have faith in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. (John 14:12)

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and  the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2) 

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you;   I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:1-5) 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken… “We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” (Acts 2:11-12) 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:”  In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.” (Acts 2:16-17) 

But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I go away, then I will send him to you. (John 16:7) 

