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                                            Jon Marsden
Love A Kid And Change Your Life (And Theirs) Forever!

Mark 10:13-16; 9:33-37

1. Why is it so important that you and I love and bless kids?

· Jesus did and it’s good for us to follow His example.

· Jesus said if we welcomed kids in His name, we were welcoming Him.

· Kids are the most receptive people to the message of the gospel—research by the Barna Group shows that almost 2/3 of the people who give their lives to Christ do so before the age of 18.

· We can learn so much about experiencing the Kingdom of God from kids.

· We can influence the next generation to follow Jesus.
2. What are some ways that we can do this?

· See and bless who a child actually is—Proverbs 22:6.

· Notice the kids who cross your path.

· Give time to kids right here in our own church.
3. What might hinder us from loving and working with kids?

· “I’m not good with kids.”  Maybe you are and you don’t know it.  Jesus seems to challenge us to try by commanding us to welcome and love kids.

· Working with kids is “low status”.  Jesus’ disciples struggled with this as well.  God seems to “promote” those who love kids.  Ruth Graham Bell and Mother Teresa are two great examples.

· “Who has the time?”  We are all busy, aren’t we?  Jesus seems to say that loving kids is a primary way for us to experience the Kingdom of God.  Isn’t that a good way to spend your time?  
4. What are three good reasons for working with kids?

· It’s the road to your own growth and joy.

· It’s really fun to influence the next generation.

· It’s great preparation for parenting.
5. How can you get started working with kids here at RHV?

· Consider being a helper at Baby Church, Kids Church or Zone.

· Talk to Tracy, Sue, or Andy.

· Explore being a teacher or leader.

· Serve with your Small Group at this summer’s Sunday morning VBS program.

· Pray for our kids and use the gifts God has given you to bless them.
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