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How Does Jesus Continue His Ministry Today?

Acts 3:1-26

1. What does this story of healing teach us about how we can continue Jesus’ ministry today?
· Regular times of prayer seem to be connected to the release of God’s power and His work moving forward (notice Acts 2:15; 10:9-20). 

· The crippled man was healed by faith “in Jesus’ name”, not by Peter or John’s godliness or power.  This is good news for us!

· We too are ambassadors of Christ, and have been given His authority to pray for healing.  Have you tried praying for sick people?  Why not come to the “Learning to pray like Jesus” training on June 4?

· How did this man respond to being healed? How is he a great example of gratitude and worship for all of us?

· What happened to the crowd as a result?  How can changed lives draw people to hear the good news of Jesus?

2. What can we learn from Peter’s preaching?
· He seized the opportunity the healing gave him to explain the good news about Jesus to the astonished crowd (see Acts 2:14). 

· He pointed away from himself and John to God—what a contrast to the disciples’ constant competition in the Gospels over who was the “greatest disciple”!  

· He clearly explained who Jesus is:  the servant of the Lord who died for the sins of many; the holy one; the author of life whom God raised from the dead.  

· He challenged and encouraged the crowd, and told them clearly what to do—repent and turn to God.

· He told them what would happen if they turned to God:  1) their sins would be blotted out; 2) they would experience “times of refreshing from the Lord”; 3) God would send Jesus back to earth to complete the “restoration of all things”.

· The great story of the Bible is that God is working to restore all things, the lives of all who trust Him, but much more than that—the whole universe. See Eph. 1:10; Col. 1:20; Rev. 21:1; 2 Pet. 3:13; 1 Cor. 15:28; Rom. 8:21.

· The sign that this great restoration of all things has already begun is that Jesus has risen from the dead! 

· Every healing and time of refreshment from the Lord is an anticipation of this great restoration as well. We see the Holy Spirit filling God’s people over and over in Acts and Paul encourages us to pray to be filled with the Spirit every day—Eph. 5:18; Phil. 1:19.
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3. What can you expect to happen whenever you put your trust in Jesus and choose to follow Him?
· Your sins will be wiped out, washed off and obliterated without a trace! They will be gone, removed from God’s sight—as if you never did them.

· You can receive times of refreshing from the Lord— power to change, and joy in your heart, over and over.

· You can join Jesus as He restores His world by:  sharing good news so others follow Him; praying for healing; caring for the poor; working for justice; caring for creation; giving generously.

· You can have hope no matter what is happening in the world, no matter what you and the church are going through, because Jesus is reigning and will return one great day to complete God’s great restoration project!










