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How Can We Overcome Spiritual Opposition?

Acts 4:1-31

1. Jesus experienced spiritual opposition and warned us that we would too.

· “Do you remember what I told you? A slave is not greater than his master. Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you.” John 15:20
2. Jesus also promised to give us the words we would need in these situations.

· “So don’t worry in advance about how to answer the charges against you, for I will give you the right words and such wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to reply or refute you!” Luke 12:14-15
3. How was this promise fulfilled in Acts 4 with Peter and John?

· Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke boldly.  Acts 4:8-13

· What could you and I expect from God in our times of challenge?
4. How did Peter and John experience the strength they needed to continue to speak and live out the gospel?

· They shared what had happened and prayed with their friends—their small group!

· Have you found a small group that you can do this with?
5. Luke seems to give us this prayer in Acts 4:23-31 as a model prayer. What can we learn from this prayer?

· They prayed from a Biblical perspective.

· They began by focusing on the fact that God was in control—He is the Sovereign Lord who created and sustains everything, including them.

· They saw their present conflict in light of God’s plan to rescue the whole world through the Messiah as described in Psalm 2.

· They didn’t pray for vengeance against the rulers, or to avoid trouble.

· They did pray for boldness to keep on speaking the good news.

· They did pray for God to keep on doing His stuff—healing people and doing signs and wonders.

· What might happen in our community if we prayed more prayers like this?
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6. How did God answer their prayers?

· The whole meeting place shook with God’s power.

· All of them were filled again with the Holy Spirit.

· They preached the word of God boldly!

· Would you like to be filled with the Holy Spirit?

· Would you like to be able to speak about Jesus boldly, without fear, to your friends? Why not ask God, like these first followers of Jesus did?










