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We Can Resolve Our Conflicts Because Of The Gospel!

1. Acts 15 shows us that church life can be messy.

· Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey was full of great God stuff and challenges—many Gentiles coming to faith; being stoned; completing the job.

· Men from Judea insist that the Gentiles must be circumcised and obey the law of Moses in order to be saved. 

· Paul and Barnabas disagreed with them, “arguing vehemently”!

· The church sends P/B and some local believers to Jerusalem to see the Apostles and Elders.

2. The Apostles and Elders act to resolve the dispute.

· Peter reminds everyone that God showed He accepted the Gentiles by faith by giving them the Holy Spirit just like He did with the Jews.

· Barnabas and Paul tell about the miraculous stuff God did for the Gentiles.

· James, Jesus’ brother and the leader of the Jerusalem church, shared from the Bible how God’s plan was always to bring the Gentiles into His family.

· Therefore, they agreed not to make it difficult for those who were turning to God, but to encourage them not to offend their Jewish brothers and sisters but to live in fellowship with them.

3. What are two important lessons we can learn from how the church handled this conflict?

· They made sure the essence of the gospel of God’s grace was not compromised—“no needful circumcision”.

· They preserved the unity of the body of Christ—“no needless offense.”
4. How can we apply this story to our lives and community?

· Trust Jesus and what He’s done for you and don’t try to earn your way into relationship with God.

· Don’t make it hard for others to turn to God by adding cultural and religious stuff to the gospel.

· Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit by loving your brothers and sisters in Christ and not doing stuff that would cause them to stumble in their faith. Use your freedom to serve others in love!
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